
 
 
 

 

 

 

Canadian Martyrs 

Parent Council Meeting 

Date:  May 2nd, 2017 
6:30pm 

Present:  Sean Spitzig, Christine Zugaj, Deanna Arene, Laura Fondyga, Sonia Biliato,  Gemini Bradshaw, Shawn Bradshaw, 
Linda Spencer,  Rita Martens,  

Regrets:  Eve Matzelle, Pete Matzelle, Jennymarie Caddigan, 

Minutes:  Rita Martens 

 

Minutes 
Opening Prayer:  Sean Spitzig 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion - Linda Spencer, Second - Christine Zugaj, None opposed 

 

School Update:  

- Catholic Education Week 
o This year’s theme is “Walking Forward Together” Everyday the theme is extended to look at who we can be 

walking forward with (God/Family/Others/Creation/In Hope) Every day there is also a challenge for the 
students to help them engage with the theme. 

- May 9th - Sara Westbrook 
o A reminder that Sara Westbrook will be here on May 9th to talk about Resiliency. Please RSVP with the 

office. Volunteer babysitters will be available.  
- School Website 

o The school website has had some major improvements. It will also be updated more quickly now that the 
school has been given that capability from the Board. 

o The look of the Newswire emails have changed as they now link back to the website. The school's twitter 
feed is also available on the website. You can sign up for newswire emails and school cash online through 
the website. You can also sync your phone calendar with the schools public calendar. 

- Enrollment 
o There are 333 students enrolled for next year. This past September we had 311 
o There are 7 international exchange students from Columbia coming for the month of May. Last year there 

were students from Mexico. They stay at Laurier campus. The school provides welcome bags and will do a 
powerpoint orientation. It’s a great program and both the exchange students and our students learn a lot. 

 

Playground Update: 
- A group of volunteers came last Saturday and moved timbers to line the long jump pits 
- !8 yards of mulch was delivered and spread. It is termite free and CSA approved. 
- Arrangements have been made for sand for the long jump pit but it is still too wet for the trucks to deliver it. 
- The play structure needs some repairs. In the long term it is expected to last around 5-6 more years. Once it is no 

longer safe to use it will not be replaced.  
- We currently have $4850 in our playground reserve. If we can commit to putting an additional $3000 in the reserve 

fund every year we will have a reasonable amount saved by the time it will need to be replaced.  Obviously there will 
be kids who contribute to raising this money through the annual fundraiser who will not get to enjoy the equipment 
they help fund. However they have also been enjoying equipment that they didn’t have to fund either. To ensure we 
are able to give the issue the time it needs we will discuss it at one of our opening meetings next year. 

- The costs to repair/replace our retaining wall are similar to the costs of moving the play structure away from the 
wall. As there are a number of options available this item will also be discussed in an earlier meeting next year. For 
now the children have been instructed not to play on it. 

- Christine has researched a number of existing grants. She will look into them further to determine the eligibility of 
the school and the deadlines for applying. Anyone who is interested in assisting with applying for grants is welcome 
to contact the school. 

Frozen Yogurt: 
 



 

- For our first Friday of May we have sold 71 orders of frozen yogurt. 
- SchoolCashOnline has been reopened for the rest of the Fridays in May for anyone who missed the deadline. The 

school will only be doing pre-orders (there will be nothing extra ordered to sell on the spot). The office will have 
notes preprinted for kids to take home to remind their parents for the next order. 
 

Year End Barbeque: 
- The year end barbecue is on Tuesday June 20th from 4:30-6:30. 
- Catering has been booked for the event. 
- There will be an email sent to help organize smaller aspects: freezies, sidewalk chalk, bubbles, face painting (with 

multiple volunteers - 3 hopefully), dunk tank, spontaneous soccer games etc. 
 
Yearbooks: 

- The yearbooks are moving forward and have had a good start. Colour books cost $20 and black and white ones are 
$6. 

 
Budget: 

- The purchase of sandboxes is approved by council. It is $600 for two 6’x2’x2’ sandboxes. The sandboxes were 
discussed at length in previous meetings. 

- The school has applied for the PRO Grant for next year. 
- In the past the school has provided students with fridge magnets with the school calendar and other important 

information. We will look into the cost and deadlines for ordering to determine if we would like to order them again. 
 
Treasure Books:: 

- The school was contacted regarding promoting Treasure Books. This might be a good service to provide our greater 
school community. The books have a lot of significant discounts  and the company now does everything 
electronically increasing the value of the books considerably (ie. always having the coupon with you, being able to 
search for nearby deals, expiry dates based on purchase dates instead of calendar year, and making them available 
to  purchase at anytime allowing customers to ensure they will get good value prior to purchasing). 

- The school will receive a code which can be entered when a book is purchased. For every book that is purchased 
with that code the school will receive $10.  The school does not need to purchase any books in advance or guarantee 
a minimum number that will be purchased. 

 
 

 

Next Meeting Dates: 

June 6th (Off-site) 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 

 

 


