
 

 

Canadian Martyrs 

Parent Council Meeting 

Date:  November 1st, 2016 

6:30pm 

Present:  Sean Spitzig, Sonia Biliato, , Linda Spencer, Laura Fondyga, Rita Martens, Eve Matzelle, Annette Freiburger, Shawn 
Bradshaw, Gemini Bradshaw, , Deanna Anene, , Narvy Chelsom, 

Regrets:   Christine Zugaj, Jennymarie Caddigan 

Minutes:  Rita Martens 

 

Minutes 

Handouts:  Budget (to be distributed with minutes - not presented at meeting) 
 

Opening Prayer:  Sean Spitzig 

 

Principals Update:   
- Spook-A-Thon Success 

o The spook-a-thon raised $5300 and expenses are approximately $300 (with a few small items in regards to 
the wrap up assembly and rewards yet to be accounted for). 

o This is especially significant considering how generous the school community just was with the Terry Fox 
run.  In the last three weeks of October the school community raised over $11 000 for both causes. 

o There were 40 great raffle baskets & the bulletin board looked amazing. 
o This Friday, November 4th, is the wrap-up assembly at which the “pie in the face” prize will be drawn and 

the classes that raised the most money will be announced. 
o There will be one scheduled school wide gum day and the school will provide gum to be distributed to the 

students. The electronics day, no homework day and movie day will all be individually scheduled by each 
teacher. 

o Next year we may want to have pledge forms go out before the Thanksgiving long weekend as it may make 
it easier for extended family members who would like to pledge students (that wasn’t possible this year as 
the food drive was delayed and went into the week after Thanksgiving). 

o This year’s music was very cost effective compared to past years. Next year we may want to consider having 
students make a play list. There were some more recent songs (the last 6 months) that weren’t on the 
computer we used and it would be an even more cost effective option. However there were a number of 
songs requested and preset playlists likely won’t be as extensive or flexible as the preloaded music on the  
computer. Another option would be using a streaming service like Spotify if you also have the ability to 
listen to music offline (preset playlists) as well as streaming requests. 

o Another idea for next year would be to put together a ‘Thriller’ dance with some of the older students who 
could perform it for the younger grades. 

 

- Yard Improvements 

o In order to reinforce the significance of their fundraising we would like the students to start receiving the 
benefits as soon as possible 

o The process has already started with a small group of kids creating a list of items the classes would like in 
their classroom bins and how many of each would be appropriate.  Once this has been determined, 
equipment will be ordered. 

Turkey Lunch: 

- The Turkey Lunch is tentatively scheduled for December 21st (Linda will confirm with the caterer). 
- The meal is around $6 and in the first week of December there will be a permission form sent home with students to 

confirm (Yes/No) if they are participating in the turkey lunch.  Hopefully this will avoid confusion over who has 
ordered meals. 

- There is no dessert or drink provided with the meal. 
- The council will be covering the meals for the staff. 
- Some student meals will also be covered by the council. The school will contact individual families and confirm 

numbers. 



- Tentatively we are assuming 365 meals. The caterer will adjust the number of meals to accommodate the smaller 
appetites of the kindergarten students. 

- Tom typically orders the chairs - Sean will communicate with him. 
- Linda typically picks up the tables and will confirm that we can use the same tables. 
- Rob (Mr. Kuhn) would make an excellent Santa - Sean will communicate with him. 
- We will have Candy Canes for Santa to distribute. 
- The same day is also typically ‘Ugly Sweater’ Day. 
- Closer to the event Linda will send out an email confirming the date and providing more details for what will need to 

be done the day of. 
 

Yearbook: 
- The school has already started gathering photos for the yearbook. 
- Group/team photos are typically taken on one day in May. 
- We are hoping for more consistency in the layout this year. 
- Last year’s yearbook didn’t have a set template and due to the tight timelines each teacher did their own page 

individually. Also the photos provided by the photographer are not organized in classes and require a great deal of 
time and diligence to organize. 

 

Sharing the Spirit Sunday: 
- This Sunday is Sharing the Spirit Sunday at the 10:30 Mass at St. Anthony Daniel Parish. 

 

Next Meeting: 

- Our next meeting is scheduled for February 7th which should give us enough lead time to discuss the Pancake Lunch 
for February 28th 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting Dates: 

February 7
th

 

April 4
th

 

May 2
nd

 

June 6
th

 (Tentative) 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 

 

 


